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rlng element seems about (o materialize,
the motive to appear.

At last the truth. The woman her-
self had been previously married, and
had goue through the divorce court be-
lieving it the way (o her own true hap-
plness and that of the trignmist. Let
no one cast that fArst stone. Who knows
the mind of the man or of the woman?
Who of mortul men shall judge the
quality of their actu?

But the trall of the “case™ : one man
(robbed of a home; one woman, seen-
lingly not hurt, married and divoreed ;
“another, the legal wife, prostrated with
grief or wounded pride or both: an-
{other woman dying, two children dead ;
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Culebra®?

From the Spanish-English Dictionary
of the estimable I'rofessor MagiaNo
VELAZQUFZ DE LA CADENA we copy this
somewhat sinister definition:

“Calehra [coo-lay’-brah] f. 1. Snake
2. Trick, fun, joke, 3. The worm, spiral
part of a still, 4. Disorder, confusion
suddenly made by a few In a peaceful
assembly. ‘Sabe mAs que las culebray’
(Coll.), He s very crafty and cunning.
‘Culebra de cascabel, a rattlesnake™

Is it a suake in its venomous and
treacherous habit of unexpected strik-
ing? 1s it a joke on the American peo-
ple who have spent a hundred millions

or so to conquer 117 Is It the worm

that turns at last upon the persisient
aggressor?  Is [ the creator of suidden
Misorder in the programme for the

peaceful celebration of a great historie
event: or, perchance, of sudden confu-
glon In the war plans of naval strategy
at some erisis in the nation's furmm-u'.‘
Is the very crafty and cunning Culehra
cut n the Panama Cansl one or all of
these things?

Certainly, Culebra of
AcHitees in the anatomy of our Inter
oceanic wiaterway, that engineering tri-
vmph of all the ages. In the vast
achfevement which has overcome nature
and pierced the continental divide and
Jolued the waters of the Atlantic with
those of the Pacific Culebra I8 the one
member still vulnerable to nature's re
And the wound to Culebra is
paralysis of the entire canal.

A few wen really know, and a con-
siderable number in Cougress and else-

i« the heel

prisals,

where are heginning to suspect the trath,
Colonel Gorrtnars undoubiedly knows,
Colone] Gaitnianny, who gave his valua-
ble life in o struggle with the eraft and
cunning of the creature, knew only too
well
the symptoms portended

We wonder whether any definite pur
pose of patriotic or governmental ex-
pedience is served by continuing to lg-
nore officiully and blink optimistically
the geological mystery that lies not on
the banks of the great Culebra cut but
purled profoundly bebhiod (18 slopes. For
it 18 not a question of superficial land-
siides and the llmit of the possibilities
thereof. and the mechanical methods of
prevention, but of underlying strata and
faults of formation the extent of which
is at present an unknown factor In the
canal's future,

As the Sowing Was, So Shall the
Reaping Be.

Man eraves tragedy, and is frequently
deceived by the pseudo-tragic. The
moral essence of tragedy is not tempta-
tion but the will, stout in resistance or,
if deliberately yielding, strong as Satan
in its deflunce of the smug world's cen-
sure and ready to “take the conse-
quences” in fair trade. Fate has lost
ground In bhuman affairs since s
¢uyrus, There is no inevitability of
penalty paying for violations of what is
loosely called the moral law and might
better he denoted the moral force that
permentes the universal constitution,
some who sin suffer visihiy; many get
off seemingly scot free: for the little
fox conscience snuggles unseen and
gnaws his vietims' vitals without pub-
helty. Perhaps the “good' carry more
of this worlid's overt troubles than the
“hnd"" have to bear.

A Ucase” gets Into the newspapers,
and atiructs atiention widely overlap-
ping the houndaries of sensationalism:
ft8 apparent content of the sincere
milk of human “experience” commends
it to the thoughtful consideration of the
unromantle, A mother has poisoned
herself aud her two babies, Their
futher is another woman's hushand, di-
vorced from a third woman willing (o
make him happy. The man has been
keeping up two homes, each in appear-
anee conventionally orthodox; one of
them hers. It looks ke a plot for the
povelist: rather deficient in stress for
the purposes of the dramatist, Judg-
ment |s deferred, for there I8 no logie
of homicide and suicide in the super-
ficies of the story; there must be bid-
den factors,

The woman's part in the history de-

elops. She has been waiting for the
:mm to get his second divorce, make
ther legally his wife and give thelr little
gon and daughter preper place in life
here Is mention of money, a debt, as
weported, to (he lawful wife. The miss

where the trouhle lay and what

whose judgments are unerring.

The tragedies of the world's “grea’
white ways” are wretchedly simple:
people dismiss them with a shrug aml
n single expressive expletive : “Earned.”
They are lnmentable, but some
seemn born to “go wrong,” floisam on o
troubled ses, But this is a chapter In
another book.

People ueed “lessons.” and in the!r
hidden hearts they want them, Set
aside the inborn, nearly universal pas-
sion for nttering judgment : let nelther
smpathy nor censure obscure the moral
vision: and say If in this wretched
tangle there I8 not the most moving
demonstration of the wisdom of staml-
ing by n migstake onece made unless n
lawful, decent and honorable way oul
is avaflable: of paying for your owin
mistaken instead of assigning the debt
to others. The virtue of ten thonsand
sermons has been compressed into this
pewspaper “story.” printed one day (o
be forgotten the next.

The Master's Servant,

So recently that not the most sensi
tive young woman who can no longer
call berself a bud need blush to recall
it as a personal recoliection was the
automobile a wheezing. halting, ungov
ernable engine of lucertitude, provoking
the astonishment of “the populace and
the profanity of its operator. It sel
forth iu the glad morning with never
an assurance of return before the mid
n'ght honr struck: it performed Inex-
pieable feais of disintegration: It ex
for pure balkedd as
a regular and expected incident of Qs
daily career, spun wonderfully, chargeld
without excuse, sild mysteriousiy to the
jrear, the side, erabwise: it Jdid all that
wias not wanted, and only oe
{fuitilled the hope of
which he scurcely
nto a prophecy,

How muarvellously a few
the unstinted application of hrains amd
'|u|-"l;|l have tmupsformed those anclent

arks! To-day no Instrument of man's
use and pleasure [s more dependable,
more respousive, more surely adapted
1tn his nesds.

| ploded pleasure,
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L oW el
|

[ been suceessfully applied: the body Aty
frames the marvellons mechanism of the
lﬂnllnr. to the completion and correc-
I tion of which high Inventive genius has
{ been devared.  In every deiail of the
whole complicated deviee are revealed
the laborious efforts of uncounted ex
perimenters, innovators, the men with

that superlor curlosity that ever in-
spives lissatisfoction and the deter.
mination to improve, until thw  bene

ficlary of all these coordinnted nmd col
lectedd wirivings for perfection
cry "It Is done!™ did not experience
wiurn him that it Is not done,
Questioned, condemned s a toy, yves
terday, to-day the motor car sappor:s
war, sustaln® commerce, caters to all

wonidd

buman needs and wants and pleasures. |

It has made a new world for all
the bhoundary lines of the attalnable
have been pushed back by this rubber
mounted, gns sustulned,
stroyving servant, It Is the magle ecar
pet of the fairy story, and better: for
where there wus only one mag ¢ carpet,
the motor car counts s m-nl‘lw-\ of thon
sunds, by ingenulty, persistence, enter
prise and skill luid out for all to make
their cholee and transport themsely
where they will.

men

distance

(iL]

Now May City Hall Have Rest

C'ity Hall has finally been restored 1o
it original condition, according to the
plans of Its architect. There has heen
a commendable tearing out of the in-
trusive contributions of the years that
have lutervened since the bullding was
openad for occupaney, and where the
working drawings of the structure have
been availuble they have heen followed
closely, Consequently this restoration
does not signify the dismal process the
word usually describes, and the town
has every right te be proud of what has
been accomplished,

To the publie spirit and good taste of
Mra Saok the initintive in this whole-
some snterprise may fairly be cradited.
Others saw the desirability of the re-

assisted ber in pushing the scheme, but
it was her 1dea to make the Governor's
room what it was when the building
was erecied thot gave form and body
to the movement. It has tnken severn!
years to complete the necessary changes,
but the time has been well spent’
Having done this the town should
now insist that the bullding be main
talned as it Is. Por generations It hus
been the practice to alter it to aceom-
modate the fancies of each Incoming
ndministration. To this habit is to be
attributed the defacement and conceal-
ment of its interlor beauties. Now thut
they are again visible City Hull de
serves to be let alone,

The Shipping Interests and
Khip Purchuase BIlL.

In the Senale on Monday Mr. Roor
of New York opposed the ship purchase
L because, among other reasons, |
proposed “to embark the Government
of the United Stutes st very large oy
pense In n buxiness venlure of & kind
in which the privale enterprise of the
United States has uniformly wmet with
loss rather than with profit.”  What
nakes the action of the President aml
his subservient friends In Congress pe

the

folks |

islonally |
dired 1o form

vears and |

To line and contour the |
refinlng Influence of practical art has |

de-

construction she put Into operation nml]

cullarly exasperating to the private
shipping and =hip building interests s
that the war in Europe presented them
with a legitimate opportunity to engage
profitably in Atlantic transportation
nand the ship purchase bill has com-
pelled them to forego it,

Soon after the war began the British
| ship bullding Industry found Itself in
sore need of men and materinls and
conld not Il the orders that poured io.

The demand for Atlantle eargo ships
could pot be met. If an American ex-
porter went into the market for a

tramp stenmer he was lucky to charter
one in the year 1015, and if he could
find a ship disengnged the price he
would haye to pay for it seemed extor-
tionate, So scarce were ships and <o
high were freight rates that American
builders calculated that if the war were
to last until the middle of 10156 an
| American bullt sbhip would earn her
first cost in the foreign trade, and that
when Interned tonnage In many ports
was relensed al the end of the war and
the old siress of Atlantle competition
{had to be faced they could use thelr
new ships In the constwise trade under
enrolment,

It was certalnly a grand opportunity.
There had been nothing like it since the
old Hush days of American supremacy
in merchant shipping. For the first
time in more than a generation the do-
mestlc yards could turn out ships as
cheaply as the Britsh, and the ship
could be mouned and operated at n
handsome profit, But the opportunity
might not last long. Elnborate plans
were made th take advanrage of It and
capitnl wos provided, when the Admin-
Iwrrnnuu under some malign Influence
tdecided to go info the carrying trade
and regulnte rates. It was, indeed, A
I reversal of the natural order of things,”
to quote Mr. Witsox, and he did not
seem to understand the perverseness of
lis reasoning that “the routes of trade
must be actually opened, by many ships
and regular salllngs and moderaie
charges, before streams of merchandise
will low freely and profitably through
them.”

The ship building and shipping luter
puts were getting rl"lllh' te open those
trode rontes with free ships and iake
all the merchandise offered for trans-
portation when the President’s Govern-
ment ship purchase bill was put for-
ward, in the gulse of a benefactlon, to
bast a meritorious and legitimate en-
terprise. There was no more plauning
to revive American shipping. The fleld
abandoned (o the Government,
since there could be no competition
with the Governmeut Nothing more
lecanomically vicious wns aver proposed
at Washington, and if the nnwelcome

wns

wstrous results to all concerned, The
blow will fall with cumuiative effect
upon what is léft of the American ship-
ping industry,

Government Certification of  In-

volees,
Cable despatehes from  London say
that the Rritlsh Government sees a

great rellef in the proposed plan that
(the United States shall certify Amerl-
jean cargoes as to thelr exact contents
Ibetore they leave Amerlean ports,

| Why should not England be relieved
by the action of this country In taking

lon itself the onerous and delicate
duty which the British navy now has

lto perform?

[ But it Is quite another question as
to whether American citizens showd
feel rellevidd because thelr Government
I~ taking such a respounsibillty. What
is 1o b the =cope of the American

Will it be a meres certitflen
| tion or It involve exclusion of con
Ftwiband or doubtful commodities?

Al 0 there is to he exelusion, what
! the Will the prohibi
tlon of one belligerent or the demand
And {f there he
if such certifi-

IR LA tion '™
will

‘\\,;! I hisis'
of another govern ity
mere certitieation awl
tention show the cargo to be in whole
tor part obnoxlous to the probibitions
of an} will such belligerent
[be mllowesd to use the certification as a
Fproof warranting seizare and confisea
!tlnn':

helligerent

I It does not seem quite certain that
the plan will solve all the problems
of ocean traffie In war time, It seemn
not improbable that It meay bring in
some  new  elements  of  friction In
which both parties invoelved will he
BOYPIeIgn powenrs,

Usunlly the issue is between o Gov-
ernment and a private shipper, a con-
ditlon which, though alike in theory,
I« much less dangerons in facel,

Must We Have Congress Always in
Sessjon )

Lixcept for the six weeks that inter
venml between October 24 and Decem
ber T the Congress has been in session
without interruption sinee April 7, 191%,
or practically throughont the whole of
I'reslident Wirsox's term 1o dute, 1t
hus established a record for length of
sesslon, aud has tested thoroughly the
endurance of the country. When the
short session began It was hoped that
March 3 would bring a rest for legis
lntors awd nation until the constit.
tionnl meeting of the Sixty-fourth Con-
gress next December, but that happy
prospect is fading,

Every day hrings from
new and feur Inspiring rveports of the
Inability of the Inwmakers to complets
the [Presidentinl  programme, Even
without general legislation there is not
much tlme for the approprintion
billy, and of general legislntion there s
an appalling amount,  Ship purchase
und operation, rural eredite, some new
luws to lmprove the already thrice per-
fected anti-trust statutes, the Philippine
bill: a mere catnlogue of the various
enterprises, muny of them highly con-
troversial, on which the Adminlstration,
after a year and o holf of steady grind
ing, Is still engaged, would fll a goml
‘.-u/,nd hook.  Awd to wdd to the eon-
gostion the madority hus a pretty pat-
ronage fight within its wnil a
skilful minority is laying the foundation
for a filibuster in the Nenate,

In Mr. Tar's term Congress wus in
Mr. Rooseverr In his
vy bad the lawmakers willh

ton

ranks

sesslon 096 davs

sevond

4 o LU SRSl i e

{ |ing for the trained
lgood will of experts who have devoted

measure Is “jnmmed through' Congress | . ii1ities,
a day of reckoning will come with dis {polities: the drift is to politics in busi-

|
|

I naval

Lim 0667 days; Im his first term they
were on duty the same period, Mr.
McKiNtey, with a war to manage, got
along with sesslons aggregating 711
days, Mr, WrLson hids falr to outdo
them all, and even without an extra
wession this spring will surpass the
record of Mr, CreverLanp's last term,
in which House and Henate sat 727
dnys. Tt eannot be maintained that Mr.
WirsoN has had more dificnlt problems,
or more of them, than his predecessors.
Yot the Congress during the present
Democratie Administration bids fair to
be permanently in session, engaged on n
programine each incident of which ne
cessitutes new shifts of law making.
amd, unhapplly, new demands on the
taxpayers, ‘Truly, the American people
are long suffering. Were they not, the
threat of an extrn =ession of the Rixty-
fourth Congress would elleit a roar of
disapproval that would be heard even
through the almost soundproof walls of
the White House.

Vice-Admiral Hir Jouwn Jewvicor in a
letter 1o his brother says that "we spent
Christmas Day waliting for the Ger-

mang, who d:d not appear,” and that
church services were held on decks |
cleared for action The Germans migh!
pertinently ask if Sir Jous expected |
their fleet to seek an engagement at
the British base, as it |s well known
that the battleships are not patrolling
the North Bea.

CGlovernor CARRANZA'S readiness (o sac- |
rifice his brother General Jesvs Can- |
raNzZA for principle must hs rather try-
ingk 1o the Gieneral, who has been the
fighting Carmaxza of insurgent Mexico.
He lately frell into the hands of a
marauder who calls himseif “CGeneral”
BANTIRBANEZ. (1 return for a pardon and
“other concessions” SAxTImANEZ offers to
release General Jesvw, The (llustrious
elder brother waves aside the traltor.
“1If my brother's death,” he says, “is a
necessary step toward the triumph of
our principies and establishment of
peace, 1 am willing that he die” The
late ArTeMus Warp would have found
VENUSTIANO an “amoozin’ cuss”

I am of the opinion that the great |
majority of thoss who are conducting our
public service corporations are more ready |
honestly to cooperate for real progress |
and efMciency than are the representativea
of the people. the politicians, amateur re-
formerd, professional reformers and know
it all eranks.—From a speech by Presis
dent HUMPHREYS of Sfevena Imstitute at
Brown University.

It im a strange thing how every one
talks against the politiclans, accusing
them of selfishness, incompetence and
bad faith, yet tolerates or even ajpproves
the substitution of their crude blunder-
intelligence and

their lives to the development of pub-
The cry s for business In

ness--a srange and sad contradiction.

The estimates ought to be cut 'l"h-l
working people have to pay for all this|
damned foolishness.—Representative QUIN |
of Mississippi. l

The working people will have to pay |
a great deal more when this country gets

into  war.—Representative GArRDNER of
Massachusetts !
Mr. (iarpxer, the veteran, s right. |

The Hon Percy Epwakos Quin of Mc-
Comb City, Pike county, Mississippi, the
freshman in Congress, has only to oh-
serve how the “peepul” in KEurope are
being blown to pleces and mutilated on
the battlefleld to realize that his friend
Garoner is right. The damned foolish-
ness conaists in disregarding the lesson
which the uhpreparedness of England
for the unavertible conflict teaches

The Chilean Government has decided to |
send the battleship Capitan  Prat, the |
finest vessel in the Chilean navy, to take |
part In the intarnational naval parade in
connection with the formal opening of the |
Panama Canal.—&8antiago despatch

It may be doubted whether the Capl-

THE MESSAUE ON CONTRABAND.

Condemned Ly One Whe Values Friendly
Relations With England.
To T™e Epitor or Tng Sun—8ir; Fifty

Americans have been shot recently by
Maxican bullets on the frontier, and
there has been hardly a protest. Hut

what & vigorous message to the RBritish
Govarnment we have ment because Fng-
land examines our steamers for contra-
band !

(ireat Rritain has fostered and bulit
up u powerful navy al great expense, and
now when her empire la in danger she s
golng to make full use of her navy, this
apuntry or any other notwithstanding
Why should she not examine thoroughly
ships hound for neutral ports carrving
cargoes of copper far beyond the nesd of
the country recelving it and secretly des.
tined for s country wt war with Uireat
Britain? Down at the bottom of nearly
every ship bound for Denmark or 1lol-
land there is contraband for a belligerent,
and it s often falsely Involced,

Gireat Rritain has supported her navy |

for years to use it in just such an emer-
gency as this, and | hope she will enjoy
the reward of her preparedness. ng-
land is not going to take any chances of
contraband reaching her enemy, even
though It be shipped to a neutral port
We should accept damnges and be sat-
Infied.

The attitude of the peopls of this coun-
try, save for Germans, Austrians and a
few Fenlans, is friendly to Great Britain
fn this hour of her trinl. She Is besides
the best customer we have, Now, why
should this friendly apirit have been en-
dangered by a message that is likely to
be ubortive of any good result?

If our objection to England's course is

cold pnights; but if he would put himself
in the cat's place for one singl* night in
such weather ax we are having at present
wouldn't he whine Infinitely louder than
the poor cat does”

The fact Is thal heartless miscreants
who put cats out at night to freeze and
starve to death should be put in jatl

Your correspondent save, “For cats @
license or death’™ | say, for eats, a home
or death’ E HJ

New Yorx, January b

Political Aspects of the Neglected Feline,

To Tur Epitor oF THE Suxn—~Sir: The
letter published in Ture Sun this morning
concerning cats was of unusual Interest
to me. | have been In =earch of a
el these past twenty-four hHours, A
"harmless, necessary’’ pet, Kind,
tionate, intelligent—a friend

Burely there Im no animal more abused
or misunderstood than these goft, purring
little felines

I hope with your correspondent that the

Mayor he suggests will soon hold office !
but I fear his election will only come|of the fortifications on the Atlantic and | . ements
institution of woman's suf-

through the
frage in this State,

A

NeEw York, January b

Lover oF CaTs,

Puss the Heautiful.

To Tur Epirtor or Tur SuN—8ir: The
cat s more graceful than modern dancers,
spatiess or stockingless

Who with left for the beautiful,
after gazing upon some of our wonderful

eve

last |

affec- |

GOETHALS DOESN'T
FEAR CANAL SLIDES

Optimistie Over Naval Pageant
Plans in Testifying Before
House Committee,

CANAL DEFENCES PRAISED

- \
Wasninaron, Jan, b.-—Col, Coethals |
seoma to be optimistic over conditions |

siides. He |s also pleased with the canal
defences,

In testifying to-day bhefore the House
Committes on Appropriations Col, Goeth-
als was closely questioned relative to the
recent slides In the Culebra Cut. These
slides, aoccording to Col. Goethals, are
still In progress. He was unable to say
how long they will continue

He mald dredges work twenty hours

in the Canal Zone, aven in regard to thrl

$1.200 ADAYPAID
- FOR SHIPS NOT USED

Senator Smoot Ohjeets to 8551«
371 Appropriation for Aviny
Transporis.

SAYSKLIIS,000 MORE IS bl

|

WasmiNaron,
day was paid by the War
private corporations  for
steamships HH
ports  n
which never
charge
In the Senate
of §564,371 in
propriation hill

“Not only that, Mr
Benator HSmoot, “but 1 happen to
that this item in this Wll is not the

Jan. & That § x
ey ‘ o
the ¢
to he used i
of V.

at nll w

the occupation
were used

made by Nenaltor HEmont

tn-day,
the

attacking

urgent defloler

President |

a day to maintain a width of channel of
100 feet and a depth of 85 feet. Col
Goothals added that by this mears the
waterway could ba kept open to traffi
While he would make no prediction about

1t waa brought out in the hearing that
g0 far the Government has expended
£12.050.000 on the fortifications of the
cana! and that $2,000000 additional will
be expended I the fiscal year beginning
July 1 next

Whiie the hearing of Col. Goethals and

work on the Canal Zone in the new fiscal
year Gens. Weaver and Crozier ap-
peared to go over ithé estimates of the
sppropriations desired for foftifications at
| Panama  and elsewhere in the United
| Staten and its possessions

A8 & result of the recent agitation for

fence (iens. Weaver and Crozier were
closely questioned as to the effectiveness

Pacific terminala of the canal

annual estimates submitted by the Secre-
tary of War,

1 It was brought out that the defences of
| Panama congist of 14 inch, 12 inch and
|8 inch guns and one 16 inch gun, which
| will be soon ready for action, In addi-
tion thera are feld howitzers to defend

two legged bits of fur in spats, will not | the canal in case of attacks by land
welcome the cat as it “walks in beauty, | —_—

llke the night and now and then in| VY TR
gracef® micn raises its back in playful | NA To DEcmE on CANAL IP.

badinage, and with paw uplifted sings in

mirthful glee its utier contempt 10r eaflé
orchestras?

The humane gocieties of New York
should confer with the Board of Health
and try to determ®me the cause of the
| katzenjammer of “M. N, Jr, M. 1" and
the many sleeplesy pop eyved citizens of
whom he speaks

It may be that they eat too much real
terrapin nights . =0 dream of cats

James [0 Dewenn, Jr.

NEw Havex, Conn, January &

The Deep and Cimning Cat,
To THE EniTor orF THE Sux-——Sir M

tan Prat the “finest vessel” in the
Chilean navy, but the distinction of being
the only battleship fiying the flag be-
longs to the Capitan Prat. Two dread-
noughts, the Almirante Cochrane and
the Almirante Latorre, were bullding |
for Chile in an English yvard wtien war |
wis declared. Theses sister ships were
to be of 28000 tons displacement and
to carry batteries of ten 14 Inch guns
and sixteen 6 inch guns. The Latorre
has probably bheen compieted by this
time, and the Cochrane should be ready
for commission before the end of this

18

year., Ingland has taken over both
ships under the terms of the bullders’
contract.

The armored cruiser O'Higgins would
make a better appearance at the Canal
parade than the Capitan I'rat,
which looks llke the old Chicago, &
veasel whose lines were not graceful.
The (VHigging, of K500 tons, as com-
pared with a displacement of 7,000 tone
for the Capitan Prat, is & handsome
three funnel cruiser of more modern
design and carries batteries approxi-
mately ns powerful as thoss of the
jone battleship. Preference seems to he
given to the Capitan Prat as the flag-

ship of the Chilean navy
Miger PANKHURST to lecture here—
Headline
No escape from war conditipns
Thoughts en Arcady.
To e EpiTor oF THE BUN—~ir: Your

rendering of “Arcades amibo' as “two of
a kind" is all right excapt that it leaves
out the literary mnd sentimental asso-
ciations of the words, and in this view it
{8 hardly a transiation st all. The words
have been variously rendered, "herdsmen
both,” “innocents both™ “rustics bath'

Washington |

“musicians both” and by Byron “black-
guurds both," which is one of the hest of
all renderings, provided you know vour
Hyron well There I8 nothing in Byron's
writings more characteristic than “hlack-
guards both,'” and in truth It Is not so far
out as might be supposed. Viegil's yokels
knew a good deal about some things
Really the hest rendering is that which is
most obvious, “Arcadlans both™ This is
a true tranglation and preserves the asso-
clations of the words, which are somewhat
extended and alwayws pleasing. 1 am in-
clined to believe that the sense meant to
be conveyed is “musiclans both,” but by
allowing the worde to stand as Virgll
wrote them the reader puts his own In-
terpretation upon them, which cannot be
far wrong. THYRSIN,
Avrune, Okla, January 2

Where la Higinio Baldor®
To THE EmiTton oF Tue BUN—8§ir; | veniure
te beg You, s the editor aof the newspaper
which has the widest clrculation In this
eouniry, ta he kind enough to iry ta find for

mea the address, if he v allve, of My, Higinio
Baldar v Rajl, my eousin. He was born in
the provinee of Hantender, spain, and came

tn the Unlted Ntates same years agn, | can
not tell how many, to go intoa business It
fa Important far me ta knaw where he Is
if he is still living. Joas Cuarapo Baunom,
Las Ovas, Piaar del Rlo, Cuba, Decamber

MRS

N, Jr is hard on cuts He savs cats
transmit ringworm, tapeworm, diphtheria
and para.typhoid fever, to say nothing of
rahies and blood cit
to him |8 rot “harmless” and “necessary,”
us Shakespenre averred

poisaning S0 a

I must confess to a solemn awe of
CRLS I suppose a4 cat might do almost
anything, even breed disease, but 1 find

It a lttle Nippant to speak of “a harmless

necessary cat.”' Unless appearances helle
it there g a great deal of inner wisdom
hidden away in a cat Cats are deep
they are not given to light chatter and
irrelevancy aw are doge A dog Is a
Philistine, a bonehead, but a cat is an
@sthete and a joy, a model of Aurellan

contentment. and Aristoteliun balance
1 have made the acquaintance two
excellant cats who live below stairs in the
kitohen They have all the inherent vir-
tues of cats and they are good mousers,
WaTtsoN WhHITE.
Nekw Yonk, January 6,

of

Beware the Curh Tipperary, '

To THE Epittonr or Tng SuUN-—Sir "ub
licity should be given to a harefaced
though petty swindle now bheing carried
on in the streets of New York This Ix
the sale by street venders for a nlckel a
copy of a publication got up with the
evident Intentlon of decelving purchasers
into the belief that it is the words and
music of the much talked of Tipperary
WAT BOLK

On the outer of the publication,
which 18 the size of sheet music, are dis-
plaved the words “IUs 4 long, long way to

Tipperary,” with an Irish plcture on a
green ground, and what purports to be
the name and address of the publisher.
On the inside the words of the famous

song are printed in small type, with seven
pages of words of other songs

There I8 not & line of music of the
Tipperary song, but the possibility of de
ception is Increased by including in the
publication three pages of music of what
is sald to be a song from “"Carmen,’” and
in the copy purchased two pages of this
musical senre were uncut, so that the
title of this music could not be perceived.
There follow nine more pages of adver-
tisements of the publisher's wares ¥Fi-
nally, the publication is cried out and dis-
played on the sldewnlks in such a way

as to lead any one to suppose that it is
a print of the "Tipperary’ words and
musle Zrx

BRrOOKLYN, January B

salling Mrections for Haltle Poris,

To THE EpiTor oF Tue SUN—S8ir: Ggreat
Aritain has lald much stress upon the ne-
censity of shipa going through the English
Channel and thus, under charge of compe.
tent pllate, escaping the mines on thelr
way into the Baltic, It requires a Captaln
Cuttle 1o appreciate the humor of this
For hy going north of the Shetlands, the

natural and shortest course from New
York, one may o¢arry depths of 380
fathoms through the Skager Itale until

reaching the narrow witers of the Katte
gat hetween Dwnmark and Sweden, whara

of course no mines can be laid As mines
cannot be anchored successfully in depths
of over 340 feet and the depths on the |
royte mentioned are at least six times |

that, 1t in eshvious that the danger is “all

In my eye,” and the advice given “npour

rire” MaARINER.
INuw Beurosp, bdess, Junuary 8.

G ETTURT O RS T R RSN RS0t

the eliden he seemed to be optimistic OVEr) yuter In the session after the urge

(jens. Woaver and Crozier was held be-
nind elossd doors a member of the com-
mittea said 1t was the opinion of ex-
perts that it would be extremely haz-
ardous for n hostlle fleet to met within
ange of the guns at either end of the
canal

Col. Cloethals appeared primarily to
Alscuss the estimates of the amount of
money that will be needed to continue

larger appropriations for purposes of de- |

cost which the Government I8 to be
quired (o pay for thess transports, s
of which were never used at all, o 1
| mingle day In the general deflcie hi!
which will came before the Senate u |

- v
sound, diplomacy would accomplish the ’/h" situation generally In the Canal| ... Yl has been disposed of ang
corrective better than a flambovant mes- | £one nearly for \ |
. ; il s orgotten, there will he an item
sage, made public here for some purpose The Colonel was naked specific u'll_\' if hn' 1 am informed, of 51,116,000 fer ! : _.“'L
before its delivery in Kngland thought there would be any difficulty ;"‘ | purpose,
Kvery thoughtful man | meet protests p.ut.r'lrv.‘ !ho‘hnulenhm fleet “hlcugn t‘-'lttwl T wrant i how Wiy (NS e it
| against  the false gttitude which Mr. | Pacific in March when It Is planned o) . o Bt tomether &fd Stubmitted
Wilson's message puts the American peo- | transfer the fleet incldent to the celebra- | Congress by the Department. Why ths
ple in. If this country hae a friend, IltI tion of the Panama Exposition at San! _ . em of covering up the real »
us keep that friend. What can be gained | Francisco | of money spent for a thing by distrih
by such a message s Mr., Wilson has lln] Goethals would not commit h:m—‘mn varlous parts of the approprist
derpatched to England” self on this point, but he gave the im= gyooigh Wit a dozen different appre
AN AMERICAN UITIZEN, pression that he had not entirely given up| ouiaqjon bills?"
New Yok, January 4 hope of carrying out the contemplated | © gongtor 8moot went inte great dets
- - —— nAvA "f'"l"' stration " 3 { In his arraignment of the transport |t
CATS Thee house committes ‘.I" also  told ] Ha named the steamship City of Maes
e to-diy that the Panama Canal ls ade-| whioch was hired at $1.200 4 day from tha
y tifled nand that It &8 prac-| 1 of Georgl Rail 1 Com
. hattan guately for ; Central ¢ ieorgin tailroad Compa
Humune Sentiments of the Manhatia tieally Impossible for a hostile fleet 10| 404 then was not used a single day du
Philosopher. destroy the works on either side of the| ;e the entire time of the lease
To THe EpiTor oF THE SuN—Kir: “M. | waterway Thiz testimony Was given Senator Overman of North Carolina
N. Jr, M. D" seems to think that it is|not only by Col. Goethals, but by Gen.| Democratic member of the Commitien ¢
A great joke for a poor cat to starve and | Weavar, chisf of coamt artillery, and Appropriations, sugrested that even
freeze to death In the strects these bitter | jen. Croz:er, chief of ordnance, the vessels were not used for the trar

portation of troops to and from Vera Cruz
they ware used for something clse

“Then why not the real usa of the
vessels disclosed In the report of the de
partment to Congress?’ demanded Hana
| tor Hmoot “1 know that these vessels
| were not used for the purpose indicated

in

and | assume that they were not used ag
all"”

| At this point Benator Root demanded
that a systemn of operating the Gove

"mrnl‘n finances should be perfected which
would make absolutely impossible sue
thing as was feared by Senator Smont

i "It is our duty,” wsaid Benator Roo
“to ses to It not only that we make aj
proprintions for the carrying of tha
government wiscly, but teo ses lLhow the
money I8 spent after [t ls appropriated
There I8 something radically wrong with
the methods of a progressive and o

| spending government using money whe

something like this can  ocowm We
should have an effective system which
would prevent just such things '
Henator Mmoot suggested tha' as ths
former head of the War and State De

Senator Moot could tell the

of the pressure wl

on

Senate something

They testified that the defences were In ..o prought to bear on the Departmen
the highest state of effectiveness and took] L qo Ko almost every one in the I
occaslon to say thut Congresa had In-| ., ment to decrease the expendities
variably allowed appropriations for the “Why, Mr, Dresident,” sald Senat

| itoot, 1 want to say that In many of ¢
Departments | know  from knowlede:
that it is consldercd rather discred.ta
an unexpended balance at
the year An official who n
he an unexpended  balane tow i
the end of the year will look around
discover some way of spending it.”

| FEW WAR POLICIES PAID HERE

| to have

fnul of
hias

Goethals Says Water Fell h"'"lnlg Life Insurunce Companies PPro.
Feet in One Day. | tecied Agninst Henvy Losses,
" r r ' 1y
WasHiMaTON, JAn. 5.—The Navy De- | Reports from Paris indicate that Ame

partment will have to make the final de-
cision about sending its dreadnoughts
‘Hnrnm:h the 'anama Canal next March on
E”Il' ocaasion of the proposed official cele-
br.tion of the completion of the waterway,
!n was learned here to-day Janal and
| War Department wuthorities, aided by Col
| thoethals, Intend (o place In the hands of
i the Navy Department full Information
| about the conditions In Culebra Cut, where

the continued movement of earth I8 a
| perious menace to the narrow channel
clenred past the slides,

The naval veasels will require a depth
of at least thirty-five feet Ia the channel
in Culebra Cut The merchant vessels
can use the waterway even when the full
depth of thirty-fiva feet does not exist,
so that the danger to them is mueh less
than it would he in the case of the
dreadnoughts  attempting  the passage
under the present uncertain conditions

Col. Gioethals told Secretary (iarrison
that one morning he had a depth of
thirty-five feet In the channe! p.st the
glldes, but that at sundown there was
only twenty.eight feet, and that there
was no telling when this might happen
wEnin

While it is bhelieved that the chances
are good of the vessels sSCApINE being
caught in a slide, it in felt here that noth-
Ing short of an emergency would really
justify the hazard until conditions are
improved

The Navy Department
eiding thse matter until
| #ible moment.

will defar de-
the latest pos-

GERMAN SEAMEN IN WANT.

of Johs by War

Enrope,

Thrown Out in

Maximilian Pinkert, who takes
care of (lerman seamen at the Seamen's
Chureh Institute, 206 South street, hus
his hands full these days looking after

The Rev

of the wat He sald yvesterday that be-
cause there were no (Ggerman ships salling
hundreds of German sallors wera out of
work, Self-respecting men who had naver
wecepted charity in their lives have told
him tearfully that they would have 1o
beg in order not 1o starve

“There are hundreds of (German
men,"” the clergyman sald, “who would
gladly accept work for little or no pay-
‘t.wnl except food und & roof to shelter
{them at night Thair clothing and _hoesa
are hardly fit for human beings to wear
For severial months they have been with-
out homes and gome of them live mostly
on bananas they receive from frult steam-
ahips they assist in unloading. [ should
highly appreciate gifts or employment for
the unfortunate men forced out of work
through no fault of their own.”

Mr. PPinkert may be reached
Iso-unun’n Church Institute

at the

RECORD HEALTH IN NEW YEAR.

Greatest Danger From Poenmonia
in First Week of 1015,
The elty opened the new year auspl-

clously by having a lower death rate for
the week just passed than the correspond-
ing week of 1814, which was also a
record According to a Health Depart-
ment report, the rate for the two weeks
L under comparison was 1430 and 14.43
| mespactively, which was squivalent to a

decrenss of fourtecn denths

| Although the rate in general feoll off
| there was a large rise in the number
of deathx due to punenmonia There

| were 277 denths from this disenss reported

fduring tha woek, as for the
| similar period of last year

Tha total number of deaths from in-
fectious and contaglous diseases, mensivs,
| wearlet  fever diphtherln  and  eroup,
whooping cough, typhoald fever, cerebro

gpinal meningitis and diarrhoeal diseases
|wee vonsiderabiy beiow uhat ol last year.

- et o2 e Wiy -

the interests of seamen stranded because |

seu- |

fean Insurance companies have been pa
ing out large sums on policies held
soldiers killed in the war, Most of the bie

| insurance companies Jdo an extensive hus

| ness in the European countries and the

| miight be expected to have been hard |

| by clalma from relatives of men slain In
| baitle

|  Officers of three of the big companes
lin this city assert, nevertheless, that no
unusual pressure has resulted from L

Kuropean conflict, The kquitable Life A

surance Company does not in any r
| cumstances {¥sue inRUrar s policies t

| diers or reservists, and conseguently thers
has been no abnormal increase in v
numhber of pol.oles presented for payme
Bince the war began, and in view of 1
possibility that every male citizgen capabie

of bearing arms may he forced into it, the
company has been wrlting policies at a 1t
per cent, extra premium,

The Mutual Life Insurance <ampi
has dona no business in any of the 1Tu
pean <ountries except KEngland and H
gium for meveral years., 1L was sa ses
terday that up to the present time
one claim has been presented. = ‘ ]
outbreak of the war no policies are
written In England or Helgium

The Metropolitan Life Insurance (

pany also doss w big business in |
but to date only 1wo ¢laims have
presented for soldiers Killed In tha

been pald and th

adjustment

One of these has
ta In courss of

. WAR HURTS BLAKESLEE ART.

Execuntors Seek (o 700

o0 Pablic

NMostpone
Sale,

The serious effect of
upon art sules in this
subject of a petition to the Surroga fe
| terday In behalf of the estale of The
| Blakeslee, tho veteran art deuls vhio

committed suicide by shooting b
|‘\1n store at 8856 Fifth avenue on Ma
| last

the Furopes it
country \ L

The petition shows that f the
|of about To0 palntings constitu
i bulk of the assets of the

are sold now they wi
‘Ilu' estate may not be able to
‘ obligations

| The petition was made

| Trust Company and Mra, Clara W}
|I|l|~, widow of the urt dealer, a

of the estate for an order dire
l:rwlnnrs of the estaie to
| in the Surrogate Court
| will he sought as to the
|
|
|

the ("o

attend a
Al WhH
maethod
of diaposing of the Blakesire
The tota! claims already Al
the cxtate are $BI1K T84, and the
ditional clalms of $20,128 not
l‘l“‘.- paintings owned by the e
been appraised by Dr.o Paul M
Paris at $713,860. The cost of
ings to Mr, Blakeslee cannot
mined on

aecount of Iax  br &
methods, but it % estimated that !
him $834.232 In addition to 1
Ings the asscls

nelude acvounts
amounting to $18,000, but the

\s doubtful. The astate has $3

on hand

| COAL CONCILIATORS NAMED

Nhio

IHM‘I‘. and Davis WHIL At in
and West Virginia,

Wasiminaron, Jan i S MK
Labor Wilson fuy namead D
| Kenfe, ex-Conunissioner of 1mn
land Hywell B Iwmvies as Federa
torg to Intéervene in
Virginia coal K A\

Wl request of the W hed E
Chamboey [havie
lof tha mediators i
[the Colorado coal s
| They wil
llr..ln unless the contemling fa
llu BEBLLL ALV,

the hin =

the
of Commerce
Ooriginally
rike

have no awuthorit

Liona wsre®



